The Director of Central Intelligence
THROUGH : Deputy Director (Intelligence)
SUBJECT s Unidentified ¥Flying Objects

REPERENCE: () Request of the Director of 10 December 1,52
(v) Hemo from AD/SI to Director dated 10 December 1952

1. Pursusnt to the request of the Director, the following smplifi-
eation of Reference (b) snd review of the current situstion is subaitted.
A preliminary reviev of the USAF investigation of this subject has been
coupleted. With respect to the recent incidents enusersted in Reference
(v), sdditionsl information has been obtained which is sppended as Tab A.

2. A trip to Air Technieal Intelligence Center was amade on Friday,
12 Decesver by m/sx,#??mum» o N
B (overstions Staff/5I). During this visit the O/SI group was

briefed on the current status of the investigstion, end copies of selected
case studies snd progress reports were cbteined. This material hss been
subseguantly studied in detail.

sighted are of foreign origin. While there is no indication that these
objects represent & direct threat to the national defense, there are
certain potential dangers vhich are related to theee sightings. As a
result of the trip mnd these conclusions, 0/51 is proceeding vwith planc
to convene a group (provably not more than three), of top level consult-
ants in the fields of physics (radsr end upper stmosphere), sstrophysics
and astronomy, to reviev the evidence and recommnend with respect to:

3. There still exists no reassonable evidence that the objects 1

a. Methodology of investigation of upldentified flying
objects.

B In:tnugatut.im to cbtain data in future sightings.

¢. Methods of rapid identificstion of unidentified flying
obJjects.

d. Desirability for convening of a larger panel.
Ve are deferring for the present the coavening of & large psnel of diverse

scientific interests for a detslled review of the substentive aspects of
the problem tecsuse of insufficient and incomplete dats.
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h. An informal query Wor current interest in this
subject mulwd in » mmrt subject bad been quiet until aboul
tvo weeks as 1 ng of g oerfect flying saucer” was made by
Mors iulOrueiion em this cade

25X1C

Aspistant Director
Scientifie Intelligence

Enelosure - Tab &

Distribution:
Director - orig & 1
/I - 1
PRE/ST - 1
W&E/SI - 1

Opns/SI - 1 -
AD/SI - 2

0SI:RLC:FCD/mtw
| (18 Dec 52)
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Thuis cesr fpvolves the sighting and photographing (Kodmchrose fils) - ——
of ten bright lights moving scross the sky on @ July 1952 in rough formm-
tion. Source is & Chief Photographer's Mate, USN, with 17 yesrs photo- N
graphie experience. The local time was 1110; weather conditions bright,
clear, no elouds. Chjects appesred to be "milling sbout” while traveling
in e wasterly direction mcross the sky. Source was driving along the
road when the sighting otcurrsd. He stopped the car and photographed
the event with his personal cavera. Toward the end of the sighting, cne
object sepsrated from the rest und reversed courss scross the sky.

Status:  ATIC Photogrephic Laborstory exemination of the film resulted
in Tollowing conclusions:

8. U gsjects, all elike in movement and wize.
b. Decidedly improbable that they are birds or balloons.

~Cs  Bxact nature cannot be determined, because they are
¥iaivle only se suall spots of Jight. It can be deduced, how-
aver, that they are either non-spherical in shape and sisilar
fo bright petal in reflectance or else variably self-lusinous.
Ubjects which follow eimilar courses show similer brightness
fi;ctmﬁima which could be caused by their taking similer flight
a tudes .

d. Appareutly s coordination of movement to some extent
@aong these cbjects. They seen to move in formations which are
probacly j-dimensional in srrangement.

e. The movemente suggest {light paths consisting of skew
gurves in space.

f+ YThe single object which reversed course remained
reasonably uniform in brightness. It followed a nesrly straight
1ine path with reasongbie uniformity of motion at an sogulax
weluzity of about 2.1 /see. (This is equivalent to the
fuiivaiig wpeeds: 37 mph £500 yerds; 75 mph 9 1000 yards;
33 wgls B5000 yerds; 756 mph 513,000 yards; ete.).

g« It would probsbly be extremely difficult to imitate
tals photography for fravdulent purposes.

This film is ecurrently under examination by the U. 5, Havy Photo Inter-

gr;;&tim Laboratory, Anscostian., Estimated conpletion date: 15 January
1353,
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2. Lright Light sighted frem Presjue Isle and limestoue aix Force

Topos, “amine

Tals elshting cecurred the night of 10-11 Detober 1952 Prox 253U to
0300 loesl time, by observers of the weather stations at thess \ir Farce
Bages. The description of the light wes “girculsr oramge objsct with
four green lishte nearby.” Thedolite sishtings of elevation and azi-
Lath were tbtained. Vieathear wns olear.

Steius: A gompariscm of cbserved szimuths and slevations of the supe

posed a}’tz:»eat with the calculated position and relative motion of the

im-t t.: vuplier lemve litile doubt that the observed object was sctually
'xp 31 .

L | Ravorted Sghtings of 8 cirenge Coject in Florids

e f,:é’?*;ia gightiog WBE reported bt s Boy Cooutmaster to have oceurred ab
r:l,;w local time on 15 August 1952 near West Palm Reach, Florida. Accord-
ing to the story glven, the source wes &riving slong deserted roed i
his cer, together with four Boy Seouts. Slghting a strange 1lght, source
stopped the car, csutioned the toys to weit, and entered the pelietio
undargrovit alone. When be did not return in & fow minutes , &and witness-
ing some sirunge lights in the vicinity of the scoutsaster » the boys went
for Lelp, returning witk o deputy sheriff, The scoutnester uppeared,
Ladly ivighiened, sligitly burned o the forearas. His stor; was that
i.m'na;i seen a large eireuiaer object shout eight feet over his head vhieh
had reiczsed a "fire ball" which descerded on him. He stated thot he had
thrown Limeelfl wupon the ground and "vlacked out.” There vere veriocus
other eibroideries to tue story. Iils eap was burned slightly and sauples
of grass taken from the imsediste vicinity of the "sighting” differed
stranzely in appearance from samples 75 yards away.

HStatus: "i"heb background of the source indicates an unsavory parsongl.
reputation and crininal reecord, resulting in the belief that ihe report
ray Lave beexn an gleborate hoax. However, the unususl cordition of the
grass samples is currently unexplained. This fact, together with other
aspects of the cese, leave fiual determinzstion in doudbt at this tima.
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While there is no indication that these obJjects represent a
direct threat to the national defense, there are certain potential
dangers which are related to these sightings. These are:

1. The difficulty and delay in positive identification
which could weaken the early warning system in alerting defense
in the event of cammencement of hostilities.™

2. The possibility of mess hysteria which might be pur-
posely induced by an enemy at a critical time by faked reports.

3. The possibility that the emergency communications
systems to commend headquarters might be seriously overloaded
at a critical time by such reports.

It is believed that the problems of communications confusion and
overload and the serious effects of mass hysteria must be dealt with
outside the intelligence community, and it is planned to bring these
matters to the attention of those agencies with whom the prime respon-
s8ibility appears to rest. With respect to mass hysteria, it is believed
this problem would lie with the Federal Civil Defense Administration and/
or the Interdepartmental Committee on Internal Security. Accordingly,
it is planned to bring this to the attention of the FCDA and ICIS through
esteblished channels. With respect to emergency communications overload-
ing, it is believed that each of the individual Military Services should
examine this problem. Accordingly, we intend to introduce the subject
at a meeting of the Joint Coomunications and Electronics Committee.
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